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It is quite true that in the time required to discuss four or
five of the above statements, the letter T or F could be affixed
to hundreds of them, and, in that sense, much more ground
would be covered, and the test would wear the appearance of
great thoroughness. But the thoroughness might very easily
be in appearance only, for the mental attitude induced by
preparation for such tests is the precise opposite of that which
is desired by a good lecturer or by a good student. Of nearly
all statements like those quoted above it may truly be affirmed
that there is something to be said on both sides, and that
unqualified agreement or disagreement is not possible for a
person who has studied the subject to any purpose. The habit
of labelling such statements by snappy and cocksure mono-
syllables would be subversive of all intelligent study, and this
habit would infallibly be formed if this sort of "educational
test" became common. The writer remembers an eminent
professor in an American college who, in giving a test similar
to the one quoted above, took the precaution of requiring his
students to say whether each statement was true or false,
according to the point of view taken in the course of lectures.
This was a wily method of diminishing one of the dangers of
the test, but the chief danger, that of failing to encourage sound
habits of study, still remained.
It must be conceded that, at any rate with the precaution
so taken, a candidate's work on an attainments test can be
precisely assessed, whereas the short essay can only be judged
by persons whose opinions may differ. Surprising instances are
quoted in which a piece of composition has been assessed very
variably by equally competent examiners. The probable reason
is that they were looking for different things, whereas, when
uniformity of judgment is required, they should take care to be
looking for the same things. Probably this objection to the
examination of the essay type is much overstated, and a heavy
weight of evidence could easily be obtained on the other side.
But what the advocates of the new style of test seem to overlook